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INTERESTING TRIALS 
NorrinGHAMSHIRE Assizes; March 24. 


6 day came on to be tried, before Mr. Baron Thomp- 
fon anda fpecial jury, a profecution of much expectation; 
wherein one William Wilfon, a clerk in the office of one 
Jackfon, an attorney in London, was plaintiff, and Mrs George 
Tomlinfon, of Newark, defendant. This was an action on 
the ftatute of Geo. II. for recovering certain penalties which 
the defendant was fuppofed to have incurred by committing 
divers acts of bribery, at the laft election of Members to ferve 
in Parliament for the borough of Newark. Mr. Mingay, 
{pecial Counfel for the Duke of N*####*#*e, who was the real 
profecutor, ftated the plaintiff’s cafe to the jury in a fenfible, 
moderate addrefs. Mr. Garrow, who alfo attended as fpecial 
Counfel on the fame fide, took upon himfelf the examination 
of witnefies, Mr. Erfkine having expofed the fallacies pro- 
duced on the part of the plaintiff, concluded-an animated 
f{peech, by obferving, it had been aéts of oppreffion.and perfe+ 
cution by the nobles of fome neighbouring kingdoms, that had 
brought nobility firft into difgrace, and afterwards into ruin. 
He was himfelf of noble blood, and therefore fhould, in fome 
degree, lament its downfal, as he knew it was ftill fometimes 
accompanied by noblenefs of mind ; but the hour was faft ap- 
proaching when the gaudy trappings of the peerage would be 
torn off by the avenging hand of popular retribution, for the 
purpofe of expofing tothe public eye the rotten and diftorted 
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carcafe, whofe innumera ible and execrable oppreffions had con- 
taminated the garb that covered it. 

Another aétion of the fame kind, by the fame plaintiff, 

againit Mr. Dickinfon Ruftall, was then called on. Mr. 
Erfkine proceeded to take a view of the parties concerned in 
this profecution. ‘The plaintiff’s fituation he defcribed in a 
vein of ridicule not to be exceeded. I can compare, faid Ke, 
the noble Duke to nothing but a fine well-fed ox on the foreft ; 
noble in his birth, generous in his nature, irritable perhaps be 
yond occafion, and perfeveringly fierce beyond neceffity. In 
his agents, I difcover, a {warm of gad-flies, who goad and bite, 
and fting his buttocks till they are fore. Still they iting without 
mercy, {till exhaufted patience giving way to furious defpair, 
no remedy is left, but overleaping every fence and boundary, 
which juftice and humanity have placed i in the way of paffion 
and ferocity, in hopes of finding an afylum, by trefpafling on 
each neighbouring inclofure, where he riots in the favage luxury 
of entailing mifery and poverty on the produce of “conjugal 
affection and paternal care. Having examined this fide of the 
canvafS, Be pafied on to the defendant’s fituation. He faid, 
there had long fubfifted an acquaintance between his family and 
that of his client ; thathe had lately vifitedhim witha mixture 
of fatisfaction and regret. Here, in drawing the picture of 
domeftic comfort and family affection, perfecuted and opprefled, 
he drew tears from almoft every eye in court, the Judge and 
jury notexcepted. But, added he, while I viewed this manfion 
of virtue, which ought to have been alfo the manfion of peace, 
Ihad one confolation and a great one it was, that I was ina 
fituation of life, not to wanta retribution for my affiftance in 
defending him, and on terms with him, that made it no inde 
licacy to refufe it ; and while I live, I will never contaminate 
thjs right hand by the touch of a fingle guinea in the defence of 
fo opprefled and injured a man; and happy {hall I be at all 
times to come from the fartheft corner of the kingdom to defend 
him from fuch a herd.—Verdict, for the defendants. 

The decifions cf thefe a&tiens have, we underftand, oc- 
cafioned great rejeicings by the conquering party at Newark. 
Ale has been diftributed to the populace, fheep roafted, bon- 
fires, proceflions, &c. 





MonmouTHsHIRE AssizeEs, March 28, 


AT thefe affizes, the following caufe wastried. Mefirs. 
Smith and Curre, the proprietors of the Monmouthfhire Bank, 
having, 
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having, inthe month of September laft, refufed to pay feveral 
promiffory notes iffued by them, merely becaufe fuch notes had 
ftrokes of apen acrofs them, though they perfectly well knew 
and acknowledged that fuch notes had not been paid by them 
or by any perfon on their account, and were then outin circus 
lation, the holders of fuch notes, namely, Meflts. Lewis, 
Buckle, Lewis, Mutlow, and Morgan, the proprietors of 
another bank, called Chepftow Bank, were under the neceflity 
of commencing an action at law againft Meflrs. Smith and 
Curre, tocompel payment of fuch notes; upon which, Meffis. 
Smith and Curre caufed advertifements tobe inferted in divers 
newlpapers, and hand-bills to be circulated, ftating, that in the 
action fo commenced againft them, * a point of great im- 
portance to the commercial world, and to country bankers in 
particular, would be legally determined, namely, what mark 
fhall be deemed to cancel a bank note, and whether the holder 
of a note having fuch mark on it, could recover payment 
thereof,” and Meffrs. Smith and Curre having communicated 
a fufpicion that the marks on fuch notes had been’ made by 
the then holders thereof, or by fome perfon with their privity ; 
they were aflured upon the honour of the holders of the notes 
that they were in the fame ftaté when prefented for payment, 
as when received by them, and that they had not been marked 
by them or by any perfon by their confent, knowledge, or pro- 
curement ; but Meflrs. Smith and Curre, not fatisfied with 
{uch ailertion, had recourfe to a court of equity to obtain a 
difcovery upon the oaths of the holders of fuch notes, which 
they had pretended, were fo marked by the holders thereof, and 
in that proceeding they received inthe moft unequivocal man- 
ner, the fame declaration upon the refpective oaths of Meflis. 
Lewis, Buckle, Lewis, Mutlow, and Morgan, as they had be- 
fore received upon their honour, yet Mefirs. Smith and Curre 
ftill declining payment, the aétion came on to be tried, when 
the plaintitts obtained a verdi& for the amount of the notes, 
with intereit fromthe time of the demand of payment, to- 
gether with cofts, whereby it has been legally determined, 
“ ‘That no mark whatever ona bank note thall be deemed a 
cancelling if fuch note has not been paid by the perfon who 
iflued the fame, or by fome perfon on his behalf ; and that the 
holder of fuch note, however marked, may compel the payment 
thereof,” 
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YoRKSHIRE AssIzEs, April 6. 


AT thefe affizes came on to be tried, before Sir Francis 
Buller, Bart. and a fpecial jury, a caufe wherein Mr. Briarly, 
attorney, of Tickill, in the Weft Riding, was plaintiff, and 
Robert Athorpe, Efq. one of his Majefty’s Juftices of the 
Peace for that Riding, and Lord of the Manor of Dunnington, 
was defendant. ‘The action was brought in trover, for a pointer 
dog, which the defendant took from the plaintiff when not in 
the act of fporting, but which was kept as a houfe dog, and for 
defence, and was accidentally brought within the defendant’s 
manor by the plaintiff, who was not qualified. ‘The defen- 
dant juftified the taking it, under the act 5th Anne Cap. 14. 
impowering Juftices of the Peace, and Lords within their re- 
{pective manors, to take and feize dogs from unqualified per- 
fons for their own ufe, without being accountable. The Jury 
found for the plaintiff ten pounds damages, the value of the 
dog.—By this determination Lords of Manors, or their game 
keepers, cannot enter houfes, and feize dogs and nets from un- 
qualified perfons, (though it has heretofore been fo underftood ), 
unlefs it is proved they are kept or ufed for killing game, pre- 
yious to fuch feizure, 





OLD BAILEY, Tuurspay, March 29. 
Before Lorp Kenyon. 


JOHN HOPPER was tried for burglarioufly breaking 
and entering the dwelling houfe of Robert Doe, about the 
hour of feven o’clockin the evening of the 15th of March 
1792, and ftealing therein a variety of articles. 

The prifoner was apprehended a fhort time after the fact had 
been committed, with the property about him. 

Lord Kenyon was of opinion, that the offence proved againft 
the prifoner did not amount toa burglary. A burglary, his 
Lordfhip obferved, was an offence that muft be committed, to 
bring it within the definition of the law, during the hours 
dedicated to repofe, but feven o’clock in the evening onthe 
35th of March, could not be fufficiently dark to be confidered 
the feafon for reft. The Jury found the prifoner guilty of 
ftealing, but not of burglarjoufly breaking and entering the 
dwelling houfe, 
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A Summary of the Evidence produced before the Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, and before the Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons, relating to the Slave Trade. 


HE whole of that quarter of the globe called Africa, from 
which the negroes are now carried to the Weit Indies, is 
of great extent, and very populous, and fuppofed to contain be~ 
tween 50 and 70 millions of people ; the northern parts of this 
country were full of rich populous cities, the inhabitants 
whereof were learned and poliihed 1500 years before thefe 
parts of Europe were known to the reft of the world, and funk 
in ignorance and barbarifm. In that early period of the hiftory 
of mankind,-and ever fince, the inhabitants of thofe countries 
have hada commerce and communication with the interior 
parts of Africa; yet fo far has fuch intercourle been from 
civilizing the inhabitants, they are degenerated, and become 
almoft favages themfelves ; fo that from that country called 
Barbary, favage people are called Barbarians. 

The inhabitants of Africa, from the Tropic of Cancer to 
the Cape of Good Hope, atract of 4000 miles from north to 
fouth, are in the fame uncivilized {tate which they were in up- 
wards of 3000 years ago, except on the fea-coaft, where their 
intercourfe with the Europeans, who have carried on that traffic, 
which is now the fubject of difcuffion, has foftened their man- 
ners. In every other part of the country they are ftill with- 
out religion, learning, arts, or any regular or fettled govern- 
ment. 

We have not any very ancient hiftories of this country—we 
Jearn however that Benjamin de Tudela about 600 years ago 
{peaks of a partof Africacalled Afvan, where the Abyflinians 
ufed to throw bread, rice, dryed raifins, and figs, in large quan- 
tities among the half-famifhed blacks, whom, while they 
fcrambled for them like dogs, they feized and carried away 
prifoners and fold them in Egypt, and otier countries; thefe, 
fays de Tudela, are the negroes or black flaves, the pofterity of 
Ham—how far their continuing in their prefent uncivilized 
ftate for fo many thoufand years may be imputed to the curfe 
of Noah, onthe pofterity of Canaan, we prefume not to de~ 
termine. 

Heretofore many thoufand of black flaves were fold in Egypt, 
from whence they were fent all over India, and other parts of 
the eaft, to Mahometans : It appears alfo that a great many of 
thefe people were made eunuchs, to attend the feraglios of the 
Mahometan 
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Mahometan Princes. As the Mahometans did not trade far 
down the coaft on the weit fide of Africa, the inhabitants of 
thofe parts were {carcely knowntill after the difcovery of the 
paflage round the Cape of Good Hope, by the Portuguefe, 
who then found the inhabitants were continually at war with 
each other; they murdered all their prifoners, till they found 
they could fell them to the Europeans, who, by purchafing them, 
faved millions of lives. 

So late as fourfcore years ago it was the cuftom of a favage 
nation, called Gallas or Jagas, to caufe all their children to be 
buried alive as foon as born, and they fupplied their places by 
captives of 12and 13 years of age, the males they bred up for 
war, and kept the females for procreation, ‘The unhappy re- 
mains of the captives of both fexes were facrificed to their 
idols, or killed and eaten—not in time of fcarcity of cattle or 
ether provifions, but in preference to all other flelh—fo fay the 
authors of the Univerfal’ Modern Hiftory in their Hiftory of 
Africa, 

Our countryman, Snelgrave, who was at Whidaw, and ob- 
liged to attend the King of Dahomey, when he attacked and 
conquered thofe people, tells us that on his arrival at the gate 
of the King’s camp, he faw the heads of 4000 of the people of 
Whidaw, who had been facrificed to the God of the Conquerors 
about three weeks before, He next mentions “ eight hun- 
dred prifoners brought in from a neighbouring nation called 
‘Tuffo, great part of whom the King fet afide to facrifice to his 
idol,-the remainder he would have facrificed alfo, had not the 
Englifhman bought them.” . 

‘The foldicrs were paid for them in fhells called Cowiies, at 
the rate of twenty fhillings for a man, and ten fhillings for a 
woman, boy, or girl. Some thoufands of dead people’s heads 
were brought into the Court, hanging on ftrings, for which the 
officers, as they received them, gave the foldiers at the rate of 
five fhillings each. 

Bullfinch Lamb, inhis letter to Governor Tinker, dated 
27th Nov. 1724, fays of this Prince, “ he has already fet his 
twochief palaces round with the fculls of dead men which he 
killed in war, as thick as they can lie on the walls one by ano- 
ther, each of which palaces are in circumference larger than 
St. James’s Park.” Captain Smith, who was there alfo, tells 
us, that when he walked out, there was {carce any ftirring for 
bodies without heads ; and had it rained b/sod, it could not have 
Jaid thicker on the ground, 
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This was the miferable fituation of the people before the 
Europeans purchafed them ; they were always at war, and killed 
and eat one another by thoufands; fince that time the fame 
author tells us that thefe barbarous cuftoms have been much 
left off by the people who trade with the Europeans, Snel- 
grave fays, that the people on the fea-coaft abhorred fuch cruelty, 
and particularly the people of Whidaw were fo civilized by 
commerce, that it was a pleafure to deal withthem. Tohefe 
butcheries and facrifices to their Gods do not, however, appeer 
to be entirely left off, except in thofe parts where they trade 
with the Europeans, and even there if the tradeis put a ftop to, 
there is no doubt but they would be renewed. 

So that this fuperior ftate of civilization is owing intirely 
to the flave trade, which ignorant or defigning people want to 
abolifh, For this purpofe, they have publifhed the moft in- 
famous falfehoods, pretending that the perfons tranfported from 
Africa to the Weft Indies, are kidnapped or taken prifoners in 
wars excited by the Europeans, folely for the purpofe of felling 
them to the tradefs ; that they are barbaroufly treated in the 
paflage between Africa and America, and inhumanly ufed after 
their arrival there. 

In order to impofe on the good people of this country, they 
have publifhed a falfe account of the evidence produced before 
the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, fuppreffing ail the 
evidence of Lord Rodney and the other Britifh Admirals and 
Generals, who have been in Africa and the Weft Indies, and 
his Majefty’s Governors in thofe parts of the world, a fmalt 
part of whofe evidence, it is thought proper to publifh, that the 
truth may be known. 

John Barnes, Efqg. Governor of Senegal, and Thomas 
Paplet, Efq. an officer in the African corps, teftify that juftice 
is fairly adminiftered in that and the neighbouring countries, 
and that no wars are made for the purpofe of making flaves ; 
that if any Prince was to enter into fuch war he would draw 
the forces of all the neighbouring States upon himfelf; that 
what is called kidnapping, is impoffible; they prove that what 
they call wars, or breaking of villages, are modes of executing 
the law againit thofe who will not pay their taxes, when thele 
taxes or duties are due. Notice is given to the inhabitants, 
that if they are not paid bya certain day, their perfons will be 
feized to compel the payment, and the King {fends out his 
foldiers, as foldiers are fent after {mugglers in this country, to 
arre{t the people, who are releafed on payment of what is due ; 
if theydo not pay, as many of them are fold for flaves, as will 
be 
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be fufficient to raife the money; which, perhaps, fome people 
may confider, is as humane treatment, asthe perpetual impri- 
fonment of fuch debtors, by the laws of Great Britain. Thefe 
fa&ts are alfo proved by Governor Weuves, Mr. Gandy, Cap- 
tain Heatly, Mr. Penny, Lieutenant Mathews, Mr. Norris, Mr. 
Dalzell, Governor Miles, who alfo prove, that the natives 
murder the greateft part of thofe whom the Europeans refufe 
to buy. 

Adeniral Edwards, gives evidence to the fame purport. Moft 
of the before mentioned gentlemen {peak the language of the 
country, and have lived many years in Africa; from their 
teftimony it is eafy to reconcile the apparent contradiction be- 
tween thefe accounts, and that of thofe witnefles, who {peak of 
the negroes going to war to obtain flaves, and kidnapping 
Negroes, as common practices. For it plainly appears, by com- 
paring the accounts of all the people who have given evidence 
upon this fubject, that the officers of the negro Princes, go out 
to enforce the law, and recover their taxes ; they go armed to 
prevent refiftance, they go in the night, to prevent the debtors 
feeing them and getting away, they feize or arreft their fervants 
or children if they meet them on the road, 

Thefe circumftances make the failors and people who have 
their information from them, conclude thefe proceedings, which 
are only acts of public juftice, according to the mode of 
executing the law in that country, to be war or pillage; they 
call thefe expeditions wars, and the taking up the negroes, 
kidnapping, and itis by no means improbable, that the natives 
adopt thefe Englifh words, as expreffive of others that have 
avery different meaning ; e.g.the word palavers ; acorruption of 
the Portuguefe or Spanith palabras, a wordor difcourfe, is ufed all 
over the Welt coaft of Africa, by the natives and Europeans 
failors, to fignify any treaty or agreement, as a law fuit, a crimi- 
nal profecution, &c. Thus, fending the officers of juftice of that 
country to collect the taxes, has, among the Englifh failors, got 
the name of war; and arrefting one of the inhabitants, is called 
by the failors, kidnapping. But all the hiftories of Africa for 
thefe laft two hundred years prove, not only, that no wars are 
entered into for the purpofe of obtaining flaves, but that whens 
ever there is war, no trade can becarriedon. ‘The evidence 
of Capt, Penny, Capt. Frazer, Lieutenant Dalvel, Norris, 
Efq. are full tothat point, and Thomas Anderfon, Efgq. parti- 
cularly teftifies, that on account of a war inthe country, which 
laited from 1762 to 1764, a Briftol thip was obliged to lay two 
years betore fhe could get a cargo of flaves. If from the 
teftimony 
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teftimony of fuch refpectable witneffes, men in fuch ftations of 
life, as would render them defpicable to their neighbours and 
acquaintance if they were known to advance a falfity, itis cleat 
that no wars or kidnapping are the means of making flaves; 
and the above explanation of the words, as being the fenfe in 
which they are ufed, reconciles the apparent difference of the 
accounts given by gentlemen, who, not underftanding the lan- 
guage of the country, have relied on the accounts given by the 
traders. As to the declarations of common failors and othet 
low people, who have been picked up and tutored, for the pur- 
pofe of giving evidence, or whofe information has been drawn 
up for them by others, they are not only fubject to the fame 
objection of not underftanding the language, nor the meaning 
of the words ufed by the natives, but they are, for the moft 
part, fo inconfiftent and abfurd, as to be totally unworthy of 
credit. 

The next charge of ill-treatment on the traders, is with res 
gard to the want of accommodation of the negroes on board 
the fhips, in their paflage tothe Weft Indies, but as the fuccefs 
of the voyage depends on their fafety and health, common fenfé 
will lead us to conclude, that the beft poffible care is taken by 
the Captains of the fhipsin that refpeé ; accordingly we find 
by undoubted evidence, that the {pace allowed for a full-grown 
negroe to lic in, isa breadth of 16 inches, whereas that of a 
failor on board of a man of wary, is but 14; that the negfoes in 
Africa fleep upon the ground, and therefore fleeping on the 
deck is nohardfhip; that exclufive of the fmall {pace the failors 
have to lie in, they are incumbered with their hammocks and 
clothes, confequently, when troops are carried on board men of 
war, with their clothes and accoutrements, they are not fo well 
accommodated in four times the fpace allowed to anegroe, 
who has neither cheft, arms, nor accoutrements, bedding; or 
clothes, which they never want in their own country. 

Although it is certain, when the fmall-pox, feurvy, flux, of 
any putrid or contagious diforders, get among a fhip’s crew, or 
the troops of negroes carried inthe veflel, the dittrefs of the 
people on board mutt be very great, yet it muft be much more 
fo ina fhip crowded with troops, whofe hammocks and bedding 
cannot be eleanfed from filth which they muft inevitably con- 
tract, fo eafily as the decks and platforms on which the negroes 
fleep, which are daily wathed with vinegat, and cleanfed and 
fumigated with brimftone and tobacco; accordingly when thefe 
difeafes get on board men of war or tranfport veiicls on long 
voyages, the mifchief is greater than on board flave fhips. 
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But Parliament has thought proper to make regulations in 
that refpect, and to direct fewer negroes fhall be carried in the 
fame fized veffel than heretofore; it remains to be proved 
whether fuch regulations will be advantageous : If they fhould 
be found fo, every perfon in the trade will be equally benefited 
and fztisfied. Should one life ina hundred be faved by thofe, 
the planters will, with great fatisfaction, pay the advanced 
price which it was necellary to pay for thofe brought over, 
whofe freight muft be proportionably advanced ; and doubilefs 
the people who talk fo much of their humanity, will readily pay 
ahigher price for the fugar made by the negroes, which mutt 
certainly cof more than before in making. 

We come now to amore agreeable part of the tafk we fet 
ourfelves, in the examination of the evidence before the Lords 
of the Privy Council, and the feleé&t Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, viz. the fituation and treatment of the negroes in 
the Weit Indies.. It was not poffible to hope for fo great a 
number of difinterefted evidences in the former parts of the 
fubjeét under examination, becaufe Africa is feldom or ever 
vifited from motives of health, pleafure, or curiofity. “Thofe 
who are fent there on duty, except the Governors of the forts, 
or fettlements, feldom ftay long, or have any knowledge of the 
Janguage: But the cafe is far otherwife with refpest to the 
Welt Indies. The number of difinterefted gentlemen, of 
high rank, who have refided there for many years, enables us 
to give the moft inconteftible proofs of the happinefs of the 
negroes in that part of the world. 

To fay nothing of the teftimony given by the gentlemen of 
the faireft reputation, men of rank and fortune, who are planters 
themfelves, and who therefore may be confidered in fome mea- 
fure biafled. Lord Rodney teftifies, “ That he has been ac- 
quainted with the different parts of the Weft Indies ever fince 
the year 1761, and he never faw any but humane treatment 
towards the negroes there—He never faw any inftance of 
cruclty ; but, on the contrary, great forbearance. The punifh- 
ments inflicted were not too fevere. That, in Jamaica, he 
had {een 5000 or 6000 negroes going to market, on a Saturday 
evening, with the produce of thcir own grounds, fuch as fruit 

and garden ftuff, poultry and pigs of their own breeding, which 
they fell for their own proht. With refpect to lodging, they 
are in general better off than the poor in this country ; they 
never appear to be over-w orked, and do confiderably lefs work 
than the labouring men in England ; that they work from 
iun-rife to fun-fet, (tha at is, from about fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing 
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ing to fix in the evening ; the fn never rifing or fetting much 
earlier or later inthofe countries): That they have about an 
hour allowed them for breakfaft, and two hours for dinner ; 
that he has often wifhed the poor in this country were in fo 
happy a condition; that they have all the appearance of hap- 
pinefs and vivacity, and generally dance in the evening after 
their work is ended.” 

“© Admiral Sir Peter Parker never heard of any acts of 
cruelty for four or five years, when he commanded in the Weft 
Indies; that, inthe houfes he vifited, the negroes were treated 
with the greateft humanity and attention, and particularly when 
they were fick. He has been at many plantations in Jamaica, 
and found the flaves well cloathed : Some remarkably neat and 
clean. ‘The women particularly pique themfelves on being fo. 
The flaves are well fed by their mafters, and befides have plan- 
tations of theirown. Thofe that are induftrious grow rich, and 
enjoy themfelves very much ; their lodging more comfortable 
than our cottages. Hedoes not know any of our labouring 
poor fo well lodged. ‘They appear happy and fatisfied : They 
not only fing and dance after their work, but you may hear 
them fing inthe field whilethey are at work; and that they 
enjoy themfelves a great deal more than the white people in the 
Weit Indies.” 

“ Admiral Barrington agrees in every point with Lord Rod- 
ney and Sir Peter Parker; and Admiral Barrington fays, that 
when he was ftationed at Barbadoes lait war, he went afhore 
almoft every day for three months, and moft frequently vifited 
the plantations which lay near the fhore, and never faw an act 
of cruelty exercifed upon the negroes, nor a fingle itroke given 
them, except in one initance, which, upon inquiry, he found to 
be ahufband beating his wife witha whip, becaufe fhe had been 
a whoring all the preceding night: That their huts were in- 
finitely fuperior to the Irith cabins, much cleaner and neater : 
That the negroes are not over worked in any refpect; and if 
you compare their work with that of a failor belonging to a 
merchant-fhip in loading and unloading, the latter will be found 
to do as much work in a day, as the former in a week: That 
the flaves appear to be much happier than tie labouring poor of 
Ireland, and many parts of Great Britain.” 

“ Sir Jofhua Rowley was ftationed three or four years in 
Jamaica, and he never {aw any cruelty ufed, but the negroes 
treated with the greatelt attention: ‘That the negroes on the 
plantations were always properly clothed, and much better fed 

3G ’ than 




























































436 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


than the labourers in England: That they have all fmall ¢ot- 
tages of their own, which are kept very clean and neat.’’ 

«“ Admiral Hotham has been five years in the whole in the 
Windward Iflands ; in Jamaica faw but three negroes pu- 
nifhed with whipping, not feverely. Has feen punifhments 
more fevere inflicted on the foldiers and failors. As to articles 
of food, lodging, and clothes, he agrees with the former evi- 
dence.” 

«© Admiral Arbuthnot has been frequently in the Weft In- 
dics, and confirms every thing faid by the former witneiles, as 
to food, clothes, lodging, and punifhment of the negroes, par- 
ticularly the latter, being Iefs fevere than that of foldiers and 
failors. 

«© Admiral Edwards gives exactly the fame teftimony.” 

« Captajn Robert Lambert has been feven or eight years in 
the Welt Indies at different times, the laft time as a Commif- 
fioner of the Navy; and agrees in his evidence with the before 
mentioned gentlemen.” 

« Commodore Alan Gardner, one of the Lords of the 
Admiralty, the laft officer of the navy who commanded in 
chief at Jamaica, gives the fame account, and all the before 
named gentlemen, who are the moft competent judges, as they 
are almoft always on fhore at the time of peace, riding about 
the country, and vifiting the principal inhabitants, declare, 

“ They do not conceive white men can do the work of a 
plantation in the Weft Indies. 

“ That the abolition of the flave trade by Great Britain, 
would throw it into the hands of foreigners, 

“ That the prefent ftock of negroes cannot be kept up 
without frefh importation.—And, 

«“ That the Weft India trade is one of the greateft fupports 
of the Britifh navy; and that the abolition of the flave trade 
will no doubt injure that of the Weft Indies, and leffen the 
numbers of the fhips and feamen.” 

In addition to the evidence of the Admirals, the fame tefti- 
mony, as to the good treatment and the happinefs of the né- 
groes, may be added that of 

Lord Macartney, Governor of Grenada, 

Lord Dunmore, Governor of the Bahama Iflands, 

Sir Ralph Payne, K. B. Governor of Antigua. 

Sir Thomas Shirley, Governor of the fame Ifland. 

Sir John Dalling, Bart. Governor of Jamaica. 

c; shyh- oa »! 

——te. ! Governors of the fame Ifland. 
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Sir John Orde, Governor of Dominica. 

Governor Seton, of St. Vincent’s. 

Governor Parry, of Barbadoes. 

To thefe are to be added the teftimonies of the legiflative 
bodies of all the iflands in the Weft Indies; who have all re- 
turned fuch anfwers, in writing, to the queftions pwt to them 
by the King’s Minifters, as corroborate and exactly agree with 
the before mentioned accounts. And inanf{wer particularly to 
the following queftions put to them, viz. 

“© Does the quantity of labour, which it is neceffary to re- 
quire from the negroes, vary materially, in different 
parts of the year, as it does here in harveft time?” 

The Governors and Members of the Legiflatures of Jamaica, 
Barbadoes, Antigua, Montferrat, Nevis, Grenada, Dominica, 
St. Vincent’s, and St. Chriftopher’s, univerially declare, That 
although the hardeft labour is in the time of making fugar, 
they are univerfally more cheerful, healthy, and happy, than at 
any other time, from the falutary effects of the cane juice 3 as 
they cat as many of the canes as they pleafe, and drink great 
quantities of the juice when it is boiled. 

On examining and weighing the whole of the evidence, the 
motion of Mr. Wilberforce was rejected by a very great majo-~ 
rity of the Houfe of Commons, Yet the gentlemen who 
brought forward the queftion refufe to abide by the decifion of 
the reprefentatives of the people; but have purfued the moft 
unwarrantable means to procure petitions to the Houle to abo- 
lith a trade they are taught to believe unjuft and cruel, from de- 
clarations of people of the loweft clafs, fought for in brothels, 
jails, and tipling-houfes—{mugglers—runaway failors—di{- 
carded overfeers and fervants—and other people of low cha- 
racter, many of whom would not be worthy of credit even 
upon oath.— The people who call themfelves Abolitionifts have 
extracted, from the accounts given by thefe men, what they call 
a fummary of the evidence of this queftion, leaving out the 
teftimony of all thofe of the gentlemen before mentioned— 
have thereby: deceived and impofed upon the people in the 
country. Yet thefe men boaft of humanity, though they are 
guilty of crimes equal to perjury, for the purpofe of injuring 
the fortune and reputation of men, who, in carrying on their 


* plantations, employ thoufands of the hufbandmen, farmers, and 


manufacturers of this country; for isnot a manas guilty who 
fupprefies truth for the purpofe of gaining his caufe, as who 
{wears fallely ? 
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Noman can examine with candour and impartiality the Hif- 
tory of Africa, and the whole of the evidence laid before the 
Houfe upon this bufineds, but muft be fatishied— 

rft, That if Great Britain was to refufe to permit the 
trade to Africa for negro labourers, others nations would carry 
it on. 

2dly, ‘That without new fupplies of negroes from Africa the 
plantations in the Weft Indies would be ruined. 

3dly, That if the European nations were to join in prohi- 
biting that traffic, the negroes which are at too great a diftarice 
from Barbary to be purchafed by thofe people to be made eu- 
nuchs of, would return to their old practice of facrificing them 
by thoufands as they ufed to do formerly. 

4thly, ‘That wars are not made for the purpofe of procuring 
flaves, nor are negroes kidnapped; but, on the contrary, wars 
are not only lefs fanguinary than heretofore, but lefs frequent, 
becaufe they put a ftop to trade. 

5thly, That every pofhble care is taken of them in the 
tranfportation from Africa to the Weft Indices; and that they 

are lefs crowded in the fhips than voluntary emigrants from 
Scotland and Ireland, or foldiers in tranfports. 

6thly, That they are moft attentively and kindly treated by 
their mafters in the Weft Indies; that they are happy and con- 
tented; are better fed, clothed, and lodged, than the peafants 
in moft parts of Europe.—That their labour is much lefs fe- 
vere; that they have no care on account of their children, 
which are provided for by their mafters in their infancy, as they 
themfelves are in their ficknefs or old age. 

The nature of the trade for negroes, their kind treatment and 
happy fituation, being thus afcertained by fuch uncontrovertible 
évidence ; the abfurdity of calling by the name of flaves peo- 
ple who are no more fo than parifh apprentices in England, ex- 
cept as to duration—and in point of duration not more fo than 
the common people in Ruffia, Poland, and many other parts of 
Europe—is apparent. How abfurd and hypocritical muft be 
the pretences of people, who fay we have no right to purchale 
fugar, becaufe it is criminal in the planter to make it by the la- 
our of flaves, when they make no objection to buy the hemp, 
flax,. and deals of Ruffia—the cotton, the mahogany, cochi- 
neal, indigo, and other dyeing materials, and the gold and filver 
of the Weit- Indies—which are all procured by the fame 
means ! 
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Some Account of the Revolution in Sweden in 1772. 


HE Government of Sweden has undergone many 
changes. The Swedes, like the Danes, were originally 
free; but, after various revolutions, Charles XII. became 
defpotic. He was fucceeded by his fifter Ulrica, who confented 
to the abolition of defpotifm, and reftored the States to their 
former liberties: but in Auguft, 1772, the whole fyitem of 
the Swedifh Government was totally changed by Guitavus the 
Third, then reigning Prince, by force, and in the moit unex- 
pected manner. 

The late King of Sweden was about 25 years of age when 
he fucceeded to the throne, in confequence of the death of 
Guftavus the Second in February 1771. His underftanding 
had been much cultivated; he had an infinuating addrefs, and 
a graceful and commanding elocution. . He was at Paris at the 
time of his father’s death, from whence he wrote, in the moft 
gracious terms, tothe Senate, repeatedly afluring them that he 
defigned to govern according to the laws. An extraordinary 
Diet was called to regulate toe affairs of the Government, and 
to fettle the form of the coronation oat) for the late King.— 
Some time after his arrival in Sweden, on the 28th of March, 
1772, his Majefty folemnly figned and {wore to obferve 24 ar- 
ticles relative to his future adminiftration of Government. 
This was termed a capitulation: and among the articles were 
the following : 

The King promifes before God, “ To fupport the governs 
ment of the kingdom as then eftablifhed; to maintain the 
rights and liberties of the States, the liberties and fecurity of 
all his fubjects ; and to reign with gentlencfs and equity, ac- 
cording to the laws of the kingdom, the form of the Regenc yas 
eftablithed in 1720, and conformable to the prefent act of capi 
tulation. In confequence of the declaration of the States, the 
King fhall regard any perfon who {hall openly of clandettinely 
endeavour to introduce abfolute Sovereignty, as an cnemy to 
the kingdom, and as a traitor to his country, as every perfon 
muft take an oath refpecting this matter, before he can be ad- 
mitted into any employment. With regard to the affairs of the 
Cabinet and the Senate, the King promifes to allow the regu- 
lations of the year 1720 upon tiat head, which werc to be di- 
rected always by a majority of votes, and never to do any thing 
therein without, much lefs againit theiradvice. ‘To the end 
that the Council of State may be fo much the more convinced 
to 

















4go THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


of the inviolable defigns of his Majefty, and of his fincere 
love for the good of his people, he declares them to be entirely 
difengaged from ‘their oath of fidelity in cafe that he wilfully 
acts contrary to the coronation-oath, and to this capitulation. 
And, laftly, the King threatens any perfon with his higheft dif- 
pleafure, who fhall be fo inconfiderate as to propofe tohim a 
greater degree of power 2nd fplendour than is marked out in 
this act of capitulation, as his Majefty defires only to gain the 
affection of his faithful fubjedts, end to be their powerful de- 
fender againft any attempts which may be made on their juft 
rights and liberties.” 

But fcarcely had the King taken thefe folemn oaths, to rule 
according to the then-eftablifhed form of government, and ac- 
cepted the crown upon thefe conditions, before he formed the 
plan to govern as he thought proper, regarding thefe oaths as 
matters of ceremony: and he made ufe of every art, the moft 
profound diffimulation, and the utmoft dexterity and addrefs, in 
order to render this hazardous enterprize fuccefsful. At his 
firft arrival at Stockholm, he adopted every method which 
could increafe his popularity. Three times a week he regu- 
Jarly gave audience to all who prefented themfelves; neither 
rank, fortune, nor intereft, were neceflary to gain accefs to him. 
It was fufficient to have been injured, ‘and to have a legal caufe 
of complaint to lay before him. He liftened to the meaneft of 
his fubjeéts with affability, and entered into the minuteft details 
that concerned them. He informed himfelf of their private 
affairs, and feemed to intereft himfelf in their happinefs. This 
conduct made him to be confidered as truly the father of his 
people; andthe Swedes began toidolizehim. In the warmth 
of their gratitude, they forgot that motives of ambition might 
have fome fhare in forming a condu€t, which feemed to pro- 
ceed from principles of the pureft benevolence. At the fame 
time that he laboured to render himfelf generally popular, he 
alfo endeavoured to perfuade the leading people of the kingdom, 
that he was fincerely and inviolably attached to the conftitution 
of his country, that he was perfeélly fatisfied with the fhare of 
power the conftitution had allotted to him; and he took every 
opportunity to declare, that he coniidered it as his greateft glory 
to bethe firft citizen of a free people. He feemed intent only on 
banifhing corruptionand promoting union: he declared he would 
be of no party but that of the nation, and that he would ever pay 
the moft implicit obedience to whatever the Diet fhould enact. 
Thefe profcflions lulled the many into a fatal fecurity, though 
they 
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they created fufpicions among a few of greater penetration, 
who thought his Majefty promifed too much to be in earneit. 

In the mean time, there happened fome contentions between 
the different Orders of the Swedifh States, and no methods 
were left untried to foment thefe jealoufies. Emiflaries were 
likewife planted in every part of the kingdom, for the purpofe 
of fowing difcontent among the inhabitants, of rendering them 
diflaffe&ted to the eftablifhed Government, and of exciting 
them to an infurrection. At length, when the King found his 
fcheme ripe for execution, having taken the proper meafures for 
bringing a confiderable number of the officers and foldiers into 
his intereft, on the rgth of Auguft, 1772, he totally overturned 
the Swedifh conftitution. In lefs than an hour he made him- 
felf mafter of all the military force of Stockholm, He planted 
grenadiers with their bayonets fixed, at the door of the Coun- 
cil-Chamber, in which the Senate were aflembled, and made all 
the Members of it prifoners. And, that no news might be 
carried to any other part of Sweden, of the tranfactions in 
which the King was engaged, till the fcheme was completed, 
cannon were drawn from the arfenal, and planted at the palace, 
the bridges, and other parts of the town, and particularly at ali 
the avenues leading to it. Soldiers ftood over thefe with matches 
ready lighted; all communication with the country was cut off 5 
no one without a paflport from the King being allowed to leave 
the city. The Senators were then confined in feparate apart- 
ments in the palace ; and many others who were fuppofed to be 
zealoufly attached to the liberties of Sweden, were put under 
an arreft, 

The remainder of the day the King employed in vifitirig dif- 
ferent quarters of the town, in order to receive oaths of fidelity 
to him from the magiftrates, the colleges, and city militia. 
Oaths were alfo tendered the next day to the people in general, 
to whom he addrefled a {peech, which he concluded by declaring, 
that his only intention was to reftore tranquillity to his native 
country, by fupprefling licentioufnefs, overturning the arifto- 
cratic form of government, reviving the old Swedifh liberty, and 
reftoring the ancient laws of Sweden, as they ftood before 1680. 
* T renounce now,” faid he, “ as 1 have already done, all idea 
of the abhorred abfolute power, or what is called Sovereignty, 
efteeming it now, as before, my greateft glory to be the firit ci- 
tizen among a truly free people.” Heralds then went through 
the different quarters of the town, to proclaim an aflembly of 
the States for the following day. This proclamation contained 

Vor. XIX. 482. 3H a threaty 
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a thre-t, that if any Member of the Diet fhould abfent himfelf, 
he fhould be confidered and treated as a traitor to his country. 

On the morning of the 21ft of Auguft, a large detachment 

of guards was ordered to take pofleffion of the fquare where 
the Houfe of Nobles ftands. The palace was invefted on all 
fides with troops, and cannon were planted in the court facing 
the hall where the States were to be aflembled. Thefe were 
not only charged, but foldiers ftood over them with matches 
ready lighted in theirhands. The feveral Orders of the States 
were here compelled to aflemble by the King’s order, and thefe 
military preparations were made in order to affift their delibe- 
rations. The King being:feated on his throne, furrounded by 
his guards, and a numerous band of officers, after having ad- 
drefled a {peech to the States, he ordered a Secretary to read a 
new form of Government which he offered to the States for 
theiracceptance. As they were furrounded by an armed force, 
they thought proper to comply with what was required of them. 
The Marthal of the Diet, and the Speakers of the other Orders, 
figned the form of Government, and the States took the oath 
to the King, which he di€tated to them himfelf. 

This extraordinary tranfa€tion was concluded in a manner 
equally extraordinary. The King drew a book of pfalms from 
his pocket, and, taking off his crown, began to fing Te Deum, 
in which he was joined by the Affembly. He afterwards in- 
formed them, that he intended in fix years time again to convene 
an aflembly of the States. Thus was this great revolution 
completed without any bloodfhed, in which the Swedes furren- 
dered that conftitution which their anceftors had bequeathed to 
them after the death of Charles XII. as a bulwark againft any 
defpotic attempts of their future Monarchs. 





MOTIVE for a WAR; qn Anecdote. 


HE celebrated French writer, Monficur Balzac, informs 

4 us, in one of his letters, of the fingularly trivial motive, 
which, inthe fixteenth century, produceda very calamitous 
war. The omiffion of three or four civil fyllables, at the 
conclufion of a letter, was the important occafion of the death 
of above a hundred thoufand human beings. The Duke of 
Olivarez, Prime Minifter of Spain inthe reign of Philip IT. 
received a letter, the fubfcription to which was “ Bien humble 
&? tres affectione’”’ inftead of * Tres humble & tres obeiffant, 
which the haughty Duke thought his due. When he had read 
the 
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the Prince’s letter, he {wore, that want of breeding fhould 
prove the ruin of his country. This was the firft and real 
motive to the war that followed, although, at that time, very 
few perfons knew it. 





An ANECDOTE, 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 


ope following anecdote in modern ecclefiaftical hiftory 
is recommended to you for publication. In the articles 
of inquiry, circulated in a certain diocefe, previous to an epif- 
copal vikedtion holden lately, the following very judicious 
and ufeful query was addrefled to the clergy at large ; the Bi- 
thop wifhing them, without doubt, to fuggeft any meafure they 
might conceive to be generally favourable to the true intereft of 
religion and virtue. 

uery—* Have you any other matter relating to your 
parith, of which it may be proper to give me information: or, 
any propofal to make, whereby the glory of God, and the good 
of his church may be promoted ; this diocefe be better or- 
dered ; and ourfelves mutually aiding and affifting each other 
in the difcharge of our refpective duties ?” 

The blank fpace provided for the anfwer of the clergy was, 
as I underftand, almoft univerfally returned, unftained with the 
communication of any fingle idea or thought on the fubject. 
One gentleman alone fhared in the good prelate’s defire of ad- 
vancing the caufe of religion and virtue, by writing the no lefs 
judicious and very fenfible anfwer, which I, with great pleafure, 
tranfcribe for the public eye. 

Anfwer.—* It is thought by many, that the glory of God 
and the good of his church would be very much promoted, by 
a revifion of our liturgy and forms of fubfcription ; and this 
propofal would come well recommended by the Bifhops to the 
Legiflature, if their Lordfhips thought.it as needful as many 
others do,” 


Similar fentiments have been exprefled by fome of the 
greateft ornaments to the Church of England, and we hope 
and believe are daily becoming more general. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble fervant, 


LUTHER. 
3 H 2 Anfwery 
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Anfwer, by F. Rees, of Briftol, to William Upjobn’s Queftion, 
inferted “fanuary 30. 


¥ ae queftion is unlimited, for the third equation is only 
the fquare of the fecond, and, folved as fuch, the num- 
bers to anfwer the conditions of the queftion will be as follow ; 


a16 
y=16 
x3¢ 


Z= 
And when compared with the alphabet the great poet will be 
POPE. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from Arpenteur de 
Pais; William Davies junior, of Kenwyn; S. Hill, of Daw- 
lifh; and Collan Skewes, of Gwennap. 











Anfwer, by F. H. of Lyme, ta his own Rebus, inferted Auguft 8, 


“THE valiant ROGERS made the Dons to rue, 
Upon the coaft of Chili and Peru; 

But whe¢is ftranger ftill for me to tell, 

He alfo took Puna and Guiaquil. 





4n ANAGRAM, by R. Vinning, of Ugborough, 


HE cry of an animal tranfpos’d aright, 
A domettick utenfil it will bring to fight. 





4 CHARADE, by W, Upjohn, of Shaftefbury. 


ge. lawyer’s greateft profit firft defcribe ; 

My fecond’s found midft Neptune’s watry tribe ; 
Go view old Afric’s fons, whofe keen diftrefs 
Demands my whole—to eafe the troubled breaft. 





4n ENIGMA, ly 7. K. CG, near Wells, 


EAR LADIES attend, to the lines of a friend, 
But excule his pretenfion to rhymes ; 


And 
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And you quickly fhall hear what he has to declare, 
Ona fubject the toaft of the times. 


Since no youth of fame has regarded my name, 
Tho’ I’ve every pretenfion to glory ; 

You’ll grant a poor elf leave to ipeak for himfelf, 
And to lay his condition before ye. 


To earth I was fent with an honeft intent, 
Nay to guard and protect you I’m given ; 

And the fages of old, if its true as I’m told, 
Did affert that 1 came down from Heaven. 


To nature I owe, whether handfome or no, 
All the graces with which I appear.; 

Tho’ fometimes a part is reftor’d me by art, 
Butit frequently cofts very dear. 


Old Gripus thought fit, for you know he’s a wit, 
(In his own felf-conceited opinion) 

To lay by his ftore, and then ftarve to get more 
Asa way tofecure his dominion, 


This did not agree I affure you with me, 
And he found himielf fadly miftaken 5 

My poft I refign’d, and his vigour declin’d, 
* Till at length he by life was forfaken. 


My powers are great, and were I to relate, 
The whole worth and extent of my reign ; 
This book would fcarce hold what I then thould unfold, 


So I fear the attempt would be vain. 


Then let this fuffice, and I'll end ina trice, 
Tho’ I’ve more informations in plenty 5 

Atimy frown the moft gay feem to wither away, 
At iny {mile age is brifk as at twenty. 


SOCK NOROIOROOCIOR OK OK AOKI 


t*t Apoem of 300 lines, if elegantly written, and on an in- 
ter, efting g fubjeé?, would be very acceptable. 
§t§ We are forry to be under the neceffity of rejeéting the 
poem, entitled “ Topham 3” but it has in it fo many bad lines, and 
is, in the general, fa little calculated to pleafe our readers, that we 


m” ft decline inferting y it, 
POETRY. 
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On the SPRING. 


[Tranflated from a French Poem, entitled ** Les Saz/ons,” written 
by the ingenious Monfeur LaMBERT.] 


HE vernal fun with genial influence burns, 
Health, to my breaft, dear fugitive! returns ; 

From art, declining nature look’d for aid, 
Declining nature was by art betray’d 5 
At fpring’s approach Llofe difeafe and pain, 
And feel new life impell’d thro’ ev’ry vein ! 
Death from my bed in fullen filence flies, 
I ftart with joy, and with a bound I rife, 
Look upwards, grateful to the gentle pow’r 
Who rules the thining, healthful, blifsful hour ; 
Who feems for meto lead the {miling {pring, 
For me new feelings and new thoughts to bring. 
The birds, the zephyrs, groves, and flow’ry plain, 
Hail my return to life and joy again. 
Thefe objects, fading in eternal night, 
Ardent I feize, and {natch them into light. 

No cold indifference now my blood congeals, 
Whate’er my eye beholds my bofom feels. 
The moth now floats on zephyr’s balmy breath ; 
He, like myfelf, I cry, returns from death 5 
From flow’r to flow’r now roves th’ induftrious bee, 
He too, I figh, has languifh’d long like me; 
Once more, like him, the world of life I join ! 
One place in this fair univerfe is mine. 
{ look impatient round, with new defire, 
Eager to live, to feel, enjoy, admire. 
‘Too bleft to fleep, I chide the night’s delay, 
And long to meet the morning’s earlieft ray ; 
When the faint dawn firft gains upon the fkies, 
And dufky figures in the landfcapes rife, 
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With new-born ardour from my couch I ftart, 
Strength in my limbs, and rapture in my heart; 
I watch, attentive, the prevailing light, 

The world emerging from the fhades of night; 
Now ting’d with colours, now in fhape defin’d, 
It fteals in {weet fucceffion on my mind; 

‘The mountain’s brow firft drinks the golden die, 
The reft in circling mifts eludes the eye ; 
Next, in a fudden ftream of radiance drown’d, 
The wide horizon glows with crimfon round ; 
And next, the plain, with fcatter’d cots between, 
Reflects, in fofter tints, a varied green! 

From winding vales the fleecy clouds arife, 
Thin, and more thin, diffolving in the fkies ; 
Bright, pure, and peaceful, the celeftial blue 
Difplays all Heaven, at once, unveil’d to view. 
Beneath, the flowers in gay profufion blow, 
The dew, the morning, gives a brighter glow; 
In liquid gems, that tremble on the {pray, 

I fee, with joy, the wanton radiance play 5 

With joy I hear the whifpers of the gale, 

With joy the fragrance that it wafts inhale ; 
The breath of life again my breaft infpires, 
Again duft quickens with celeftial fires. 
Unnumber’d voices, thro’ the woods and plaia, 
Pour, in fweet unifon, one blifsful ftrain. 

All beings live, to tafte of joy, in {pring ; 
Grateful, to fpeak the joy they tafte, they fing. 
Thejocund ploughman, as he breaks the clod, 
Chaunts the gay morn, his miftrefs, and his God ; 
The fhepherd tunes his pipe, neglected long, 
Tho’ poor, contented, and fincere the fong ; 
The flocks and herds improve the rural found, 
And o’er the flow’ry turf in gambols bound ; 
Thro’ hades the birds, in pairs, fequefter’d rove, 
The fhades remurmur to the fighs of love; 
On confcious flow’rs that wave beneath the gale, 
The painted infect hums his amorous tale. 

This general cry, this intermingled found, 
The life and joy that {preads this tumult round, 
To fpring, to morning, give new charms divine ; 
To every joyful heart, my heart I join; 
‘The pure fruition of a God it proves, 
Blett in the blifs of beings that he loves. 
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Thus the Great Power who fills the Eternal Throne, 
Claims all our blamelefs pleafures as his own; 
Diffufing goodnefs, as he turns his fight, 

He looks thro’ nature to behold delight. 
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Hat me the joys that Fancy forms, 
The fweets that deck her fportive brain ; 
Conduct me, Henry, free from ftorms, 
To cull the vintage of the plains, 
From dull, inglorious trifling free, 
To where the woodlark tunes her ftrain, 
From all reclufe, fave Rofe and thee, : 
Friendfhip and love be all my train. ) 








There, where the milk-maid’s ruftic note, 
And herds with lowing thrill the plain ; 
There, where the plough-boy’s ruffet coat 
Surrounds a heart that’s free from ftain : 
There, where at eve, with ruddy cheek, 
Doth pafs the time in mirth and glee ; 
There, there, gay Henry, would I feek, 
And live content with Rofe and thee. 


There, where no glitt’ring pomp of courts 
Hath pamper’d fools to live on guile ; 
There, where no haughty pride reforts, 
Or vanity affumes a {mile ; 
There, where each virtue beams fo bright, 
Let me with love and friendfhip ftray ; 
Such joy, fuch happinefs my plight, 
Each year will proveaconitant May ! 
Topfham. SCRIBLERIUS. 








RUFINUS # ZENOPHITA. 


CCEPT, fweet maid, this chaplet, which I wove 

With my own hands, to witnefs how I love ! 
The rofe, the lily, with contrafted hue, 
The pale narciflus, and the violet blue, 
Attract your eyes in various colours bright, 
Nor lefs inftruét your mind than pleafe your fight : 
How foon they fade! ah! blefs this happy hour, 
And {mile confent—for beauty is a flower. 






